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General Membership Meeting 

Level Best Awards Presentation Dinner 
Featuring  Joe Calgaro 

Afternoon Road Show - WAPL 105.7 The Rockin’ Apple 
Wednesday February 17, 2010 

 
Grillin’ A Steak House and More 
192 N Stoney Brook Road 
Appleton, WI 
 
 
 
 
Join us for an evening of excellence as we 
honor the Fox Valley remodeling industry’s 
best by announcing the winners of the annual 
Fox Valley NARI Level Best Awards!   
 
Fox Valley NARI contract members are invited to compete for these prestigious 
awards by demonstrating outstanding work through their remodeling projects.  We will 
hear from our judges about the awards and the process used for judging the entries.  
A special thank you goes out to our judges Trevor Frank, Architect, Short Elliott 
Hendrickson, Inc.; Marge Stammer, Realtor, Coldwell Banker The Real Estate Group, 
Inc. and Robert McKenny, Interior Design Instructor, Fox Valley Technical College.  
We also send a thank you to Fox Cities Magazine who will feature the Level Best 
Award winners in their March issue.   
 
MC of the evening and announcing the Level Best Awards winners is Joe Calgaro 
Program Director and Co-Host of The Afternoon Road Show on WAPL 105.7 The 
Rockin’ Apple.  105.7 WAPL, Wisconsin's Rock Station, is a 100,000 watt radio station 
serving Green Bay, Appleton, Oshkosh, and the surrounding communities in the Fox 
Valley and Northeast Wisconsin. The Afternoon Road Show runs weekdays from 3-
7pm.  Joe with his co-host John Jordan rock your ride home every day at 5 with the 
commercial-free Traffic Jam.   
 
As always this dinner meeting is open to all members, their business partners and 
guests.  Advanced reservations are required.  Please RSVP your attendance and that 
of any other business partners or guests to Paul Welhouse no later than the end of 
business on Friday, February 12.  Payment can be paid upon registration at the 
meeting.  Checks can be made out to Fox Valley NARI.  Paul Welhouse can be 
reached at 920-841-2643or by email at paulw@welhouseconstruction.com    
 
Gathering: 6:00 pm – Dinner and Networking: 6:30 pm – Program Immediately 
Following 
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P.O. Box 1152 
Appleton, WI 54912-1152 

920-832-9003 
 

Info@remodelfoxvalley.com  
 

www.remodelfoxvalley.com  
 
����
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President ����  Paul Welhouse, CR, GCP, CAPS 
Welhouse Construction Services, LLC 

920-841-2643 
paulw@welhouseconstruction.com 

 
Vice President ����  James Willey, CR, GCP 

Mosquito Creek, LLC 
920-810-2106 

mosquitocreek@new.rr.com 
 

Past President ���� ����Lee Nimmer 
Lee Nimmer Insurance Agency 

920-766-3900 
lnimmer@amfam.com 

 
Treasurer ����  Diane Welhouse 

Welhouse Construction Services, LLC 
920-585-4794 

dianew@welhouseconstruction.com 
 

Secretary ����  Allen A. Reed 
Al Reed Builders 

715-853-6487 
alreedbuilders@frontiernet.net 

 
Director ����  Ryan Petersen 
Keith Petersen Plumbing 

920-687-9272 
rk-petersen@sbcglobal.net 

 
Director ����  Craig Le Beau  

Rebuilding Together Fox Valley 
920-730-2156 
craig@rtfv.com 

 
Director ����  John Vanderwall  

Studio Kitchens 
920-737-3902 

jvanderwall@new.rr.com 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor ����  Diane Welhouse 
Welhouse Construction Services, LLC 

920-585-4794 
 

 

Fox Valley NARI Holds First Every  
Strategic Planning Session 

 
On Saturday January 16 the Fox Valley NARI again 
achieved another milestone in the continued reorganization 
and redevelopment of the Chapter.  The board of directors 
met for an all day session to develop a strategic plan.  The 
board reviewed NARI’s and Fox Valley NARI’s strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities and threats to develop the 
priority issues that lead to the action plan. 
 
The focus for the planning session was on achieving 
recognition of the Fox Valley NARI as the leading resource 
of the remodeling industry in North Eastern Wisconsin.  To 
obtain the desired status the Fox Valley NARI needs to 
provide a solid business infrastructure to support valuable 
programs and services to industry professionals and the 
consumer.      
 
After careful analysis of the current state of the Chapter, 
the priorities for this planning session were on (1) creating 
a solid infrastructure, (2) creating awareness of the 
remodeling industry to industry professionals and 
consumers in North Eastern Wisconsin, and (3) move the 
awareness to actual new members and services and 
programs for members and consumers.   
 
The strategic plan has the following four priority issues that 
were identified as critical factors that the Chapter must 
address to successfully meet its mission and vision:   
 
�  Marketing and Communication:  Creating awareness – 

media partners – marketing materials – website 
�  Membership Development:   Utilize membership talents 

– grow membership/recruiting – maintain membership/       
retention – education plan 

�  Fund Development:  Advertising/marketing/ 
sponsorships – membership – fundraising events 

�  Organizational Development:  Infrastructure – 
resources – staffing – funding  

�
“The overall strategic plan has great vision with targeted 
strategies for accomplishment over the next few years.    
Emphasis was placed on utilizing current and that of future 
anticipated membership talents, knowledge and abilities to 
move the strategic plan into reality” stated Fox Valley NARI 
President, Paul Welhouse.    
 
Welhouse continued “The Fox Valley NARI Chapter board 
of directors is committed to this plan and working together 
to accomplish its set goals, strategies and objectives”.  The 
board plans to share the full plan with the membership in 
March.    

The Fox Valley NARI Chapter publishes the Fox Valley NARI Chapter Newsletter on a monthly 
basis.  Copyright© 2010.  All rights reserved.  For reproduction or reprint requests, please contact 
the Editor.   
 
The statements or views expressed in the Fox Valley NARI Newsletter are those of the authors and 
may not necessarily reflect the official policy or views of the Fox Valley NARI Chapter.  No 
endorsements of those should be inferred unless specifically identified as the official policy of the 
Fox Valley NARI Chapter.  The publication of any advertisement is not to be construed as an 
endorsement of the product or service offered unless the ad specifically states that there is such 
endorsement or approval. 
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Fellow members, 
 
Unfortunately, we are still in a tough economic situation in America and it looks like it might last for quite some time.  
It continues to affect all sectors of business and especially the residential building and home improvement industries.  
That is why I see the National Association of the Remodeling Industry (NARI) needed more now in our portfolios 
than ever before!  Our chapter has seen significant growth over the past year and a half despite these conditions 
and we intend to continue that trend through 2010 and beyond.  
 
However, to continue that trend and make the Fox Valley NARI a vital organization to you, new members and the 
consumer we need a road map to get us there.  Your board of directors began development of that road map at the 
first ever Fox Valley NARI strategic planning session at Plum Hill Café on Saturday, January 16th.  It was a full day 
lead by Fox Valley NARI member Diane Welhouse.  I thoroughly enjoyed the day’s worth of activities with the board 
of directors.  We discussed a lot of things that needed to be addressed, organized, structured and formatted.  The 
strategic planning process will help us develop appropriate committees, direction and vision for Fox Valley NARI 
now and for the coming years. 
 
With that in mind, we will be in need of members to come forward and get more involved in the chapter than ever 
before.  With this new energy and direction we will have the opportunity to get many things accomplished and that 
will only happen with your involvement.  As the opportunities present themselves in the coming months, please 
seriously consider becoming a committee member or leading a committee!  Personally, the time I have spent 
stepping forward for our NARI organization has been a significant professional skill building experience that I utilize 
daily within my own business and personal life!   
 
The board plans to have the results of the strategic planning sessions in your hands sometime in March with action 
items clearly spelled out.  The basis for this new direction was derived utilizing the membership survey feedback as 
well as the strategic planning process that clearly defined the needs of the chapter.  I am truly excited for the new 
more organized direction and vision of Fox Valley NARI! 
 
Finally, I look forward to seeing you at this month’s general membership meeting.  It will be a fun filled evening with 
Joe Calgaro, Program Director and co-host of The Afternoon Road Show on WAPL 105.7.  Joe will be our MC 
announcing our Level Best Award winners and more.  We are planning an extra special dinner for the evening and 
as always I am sure it will be delicious...see you then! 
 
Paul Welhouse 
President 
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Recent News : www.nari.org/media/releases 
����  Legislation Alert: Take Action on the Merkely Amendment, 1/14/10 
����  2010 Regional Contractor of the Year (CotY) Winners Announced, 1/22/10 
����  NARI Opposes Merkley Amendment, 1/26/10 
 

NARI Green : www.greenremodeling.org 
The purpose of Greenremodeling.org is to establish a body of knowledge for Remodeling Professionals and for 
Green-minded Homeowners; and to support professional growth in the field of green remodeling and encourage the 
homeowner to become educated about green homes.  The goal is to become the web’s most knowledgeable green 
remodeling information source.    
 
NARI’s core purpose is to advance and promote the remodeling industry’s professionalism, product and vital public 
purpose.  To learn more and what your membership can do for you visit:  www.remodeltoday.com 
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Welcome!   Miller Construction Services, LLC 
 
Since 2004 Miller Construction Services, LLC has been providing full- 
service exterior construction services including garage buildings and 
additions, home additions, decks, windows, roofs and siding, as well as 
full-service home interior services including custom-designed basement 
remodels, kitchens, baths and complete interior home renovations.  
Miller Construction Services, LLC has worked hard to earn a solid reputation in the Fox Valley and surrounding 
areas with their honest, fair and reliable work. Their customers trust them because their mission is to start one job at 
a time and stay on that job until completion. That's important to them and they know it's important to the customer! 
At Miller Construction Services LLC, customers can always count on a free estimate and their work is guaranteed.  
Miller Construction Services, LLC is located in Appleton and owner Dave Miller can be reached at 920-475-6333, by 
email at miller-cs@sbcglobal.net.  Visit them on web at www.miller-cs.com.   

 
Special thank you to the following members who have  renewed their membership! 

 
�  Epiphany Law, LLC  �  Pete Noffke Construction, Inc. 
�  Timber Innovations, LLC �  Advanced Home Technologies 

 
Fox Valley NARI is proud to have 38 members and growing with a membership increase of 12% from Feb. 2009.  
We would like to continue this positive trend but need your recruiting assistance!  Remember there are Prospective 
Member Packets available to help members discuss NARI with someone who they think would benefit from a NARI 
membership and would be a great member for our organization.  The packet provides information on National and the Fox 
Valley NARI Chapter.  Remodelers (contractors and sub-contractors), manufacturers, material suppliers, media, realtors, 
home and building inspectors, architects and more all welcome!  Who do you know that can become a NARI member?          
  

����������������������������������������������������	�� ����	������	������	��� ���
        
 February 11 - 14  48th Annual Milwaukee/NARI Home Improvement Show 

Wisconsin Exposition Center, State Fair Park 
  

February 17  General Membership Meeting, Grillin’ A Steak House and More  6:00 pm 
   Level Best Awards Presentation 
 
February 20  5th Annual Sporting Clay Outing, J&H Game Farm    8:30 am 
 
February 23  Fox Valley NARI Board of Directors Meeting, Plum Hill Café   5:30 pm 
 
February 25  Pella Pro Expo – Lambeau Field Atrium, Green Bay   3:00 pm 
 
March 3 – 5  Better Buildings: Better Business Conference 
   Kalahari Resort and Convention Center, Wisconsin Dells, WI 
 
March 10  1st Annual Remodeler & Supplier EXPO      7:00 am 

Business Development Conference, Marcus Majestic Cinemas, Brookfield, WI 
 
March 17  General Membership Meeting, Grillin’ A Steak House and More  6:00 pm 
   NARI National – Gwen Biasi, Director of Marketing and Communication 
 
April 21   General Membership Meeting, Grillin’ A Steak House and More  6:00 pm 

    Epiphany Law, LLC on Contract Review – Terms and Conditions 
 
 May 19   General Membership Meeting, Grillin’ A Steak House and More  6:00 pm 
 
 June 11   Fox Valley NARI Annual Golf Outing - High Cliff Golf Course 
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It has been ten years since a small group of volunteers with big hearts helped eight of their less fortunate neighbors 
modify their homes to keep them safe, warm and independent.  Over a hundred friends and family of John and 
Nancy Vandenberg began the proud history of Rebuilding Together Fox Valley on that first Saturday in May, 2001. 
 
Rebuilding Together Fox Valley (RTFV) is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to preserve and revitalize 
homes and communities assuring low–income homeowners, specifically seniors, and those with disabilities can 
continue to live in warmth, safety and independence. RTFV is a volunteer based organization that forms 
partnerships to rebuild and repair the homes of those in need.  
 
Fast forward ten years to May 1, 2010 when RTFV will work on 25 homes throughout the Fox Valley, pulling 
together well over 800 volunteers!  In RTFV’s ten year history they have helped over 300 homeowners, 76 in 2008 
and 94 in 2009 alone.  In 2004, RTFV began its early steps into providing their services year round and it has 
progressed to this year’s goal of helping 125 homeowners! Pretty amazing, isn’t it?  But it can’t be done without 
volunteers like you! 
 
This year’s homeowners for Project Day need a wide variety of work to be done. We need your help!  We have 
committed to complete: 
  

�  Seven roofs 
�  Eleven bathrooms 
�  Four homes need siding 
�  Close to 100 windows need to be replaced 
�  Several homes require cement work  
�  Four laundry rooms moved to the first floor 
�  Doors-front and back, storm and inside, replaced 
�  Two home accessibility ramps 
�  Two overhangs for front entrance 
�  Drywall installation in several homes 
�  One home to be made wheelchair accessible throughout 
�  Electrical work on four homes 
�  Two garage doors 
�  Replace closed in porch with open air porch and widen a doorway 

 
RTFV is in good shape for Project Managers, but really need Task Managers. A Task Manager is an assistant to the 
Project Manager and takes on one project on the house that requires a particular skill like a roofing or plumbing and 
makes that piece his/her own.  The work would be completed prior to Project Day and around your schedule with the 
requirement that the work is completed before May 1.  If you have the knowledge, skills and abilities to manage any 
of the tasks listed above, please consider volunteering your services!  
 
Volunteers are recognized for their efforts.  RTFV provides food throughout the day and at the end of the day, there 
is a great party to celebrate everyone’s accomplishments.  This year, entertainment at the party will be provided by 
Fox Valley NARI member and Immediate Past President, Lee Nimmer!   
 
If you are interested in taking on the role of Task Manager, please contact Craig Le Beau, Construction Manager, 
RTFV and member and Director of Fox Valley NARI. You can reach Craig directly at 920-730-2156 or by e-mail at 
Craig@rtfv.org.  For more information about RTFV or the Annual Project Day, please visit www.RTFV.org.  RTFV is 
a member of the Fox Valley NARI.  Please join your fellow Fox Valley NARI members on May 1! 
 

 

 
Rebuilding Together Fox Valley  

Celebrates 10 th Annual Project Day! �
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Who should attend? You should attend if… you or your company is engaged in the remodeling industry, you are 
a professional remodeler or own a remodeling business, you are looking to improve or enhance your remodeling 
business, or you are looking to obtain dwelling contractor CEUs. 
 
Who should Exhibit? You should exhibit if… you are a NARI Member and you or your company provides a 
product or service to professional remodelers (i.e. single line contractors, material suppliers, financial institutions, 
architects, legal firms, consultants, insurance agencies, plumbers, electricians, marketing, electronics, painters, 
telecommunications, printing/signs, etc.) 
 
Conference Education Tracks: 

 
 
Registration Fees:  Fees include full schedule noted above, continental breakfast, lunch and afternoon refreshment 
break.  Register at http://www.milwaukeenari.org/nari-conference.php  
 
 Early-Bird by Feb.10 After Feb. 10 

 NARI Member $125 $200 

Each additional  NARI member from your company $95 $150 

Non-NARI Member $225 $300 

Each additional  Non-NARI member from your company $195 $250 

 

 

The Milwaukee/NARI Remodeler & Supplier 
Expo, anticipated to be the premier educational 
conference devoted exclusively to the 
remodeling industry, will offer participants the 
opportunity to attend educational sessions on a 
variety of topics within four overarching tracks, 
visit exhibits by companies who provide products 
or services to professionals engaged in the 
industry, and network with industry peers. 
 

Milwaukee NARI is 
proud to partner 
with the Fox Valley 
and Madison NARI 
Chapters on this 
educational 
endeavor! 
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This is also a perfect opportunity to suggest to your business partners to consider joining NARI and get key 
information.  Tell them to look for and stop by our booth!  Regardless if you participate at the booth, consider 
participating in the event.  The event will feature top local and national industry experts, food, beverages, give-a-ways 
and educational opportunities.  Currently scheduled educational events include: 
 
The Keynote Speaker: 

�  The Future of Remodeling (Past, Present, Future) – By Case Design & Remodeling 
�  The keynote speaker will discuss the ever changing remodeling industry and share            

strategies for success going forward 
  Break-out sessions: 

�  Top Remodelers Speak Out: Best Practices to Strengthen Your Business – By Remodelers Advantage 
Inc.    

�  Learn as top national remodelers share top strategies driving their success 
�  25 Proven Ideas to Transform Your Marketing in 2010 – By Cygnus Publications 

�  Marketing best practices from leading remodelers, architects, and custom builders 
�  Residential & Commercial Construction Trends – By Hanley Wood 

�  Navigating the current forward moving trends to better understand the changing markets 
�  Why Pella – by Pella 

�  Understanding the Pella family as we share our past, present & future 
�  Pella Installation – by Pella 

�  Demonstrating the approved installation process for windows, patio doors, & entry doors – Builder 
credit hour  

�  Applying Weather Resistant Barriers – Lumber Dealers Supply, Inc. – Greg Kirschling 
�  Covers correct installation of house wrap; how it works and why it’s used; cutting window, doors and 

penetration, matching proper façade type – Builder credit hour 
�  Managing Radiant Heat in Buildings – Lumber Dealers Supply, Inc. – Greg Kirschling  

�  Understand the thermal performance of reflective Water Resistant Barriers in wall systems, 
recognize the thermal benefit of reflective WRB, and understand the energy savings provided by this 
technology – Builder credit hour  

�  Milwaukee Lead & Asbestos – Milwaukee Lead & Asbestos  
�  Understanding Wisconsin Department of Health Services along with the EPA new Lead Safe 

guidelines for renovations.  
 

Fox Valley NARI Exhibiting at  
The Pro Expo 

 
For the second year Fox Valley NARI will be an 
exhibitor at the The Pro Expo presented by 
Pella Windows & Doors.  The event is intended 
to bring the IBS (International Builders Show) to 
the rest of the industry at a regional level.  This 
is an ‘in-market’ event, with a very qualified 
target audience of potential customers.  Pella 
Corporation has taken the lead by hosting 30 
events at 30 national sports arenas throughout 
the country.   
 
Fox Valley NARI in support of its member, Pella 
Windows & Doors, will be exhibiting informing all 
registrants of NARI, its purpose and value to the 
remodeling industry and hopefully obtaining 
strong leads to continue to grow and enhance 
our membership.  If you are interested in being 
a part of our booth, informing people about 
NARI and our recruiting efforts we have plenty 
of opportunity!  Please contact Paul Welhouse 
at 920-841-2643 or by email at 
paulw@welhouseconstruction.com.     
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NARI Educational Programs  
  
NARI Lead Safety Information  
 
Webinar:  Learn about Lead: The New EPA Rules and You  presented by Ada Duffey, CR, CLC 
Learn about the new EPA lead paint rule that will be going into effect in April 22, 2010. The new rules will be 
affecting renovators that disturb lead paint in pre-1978 residential property. There will be training and work practice 
requirements! Learn all the details through this 40 minute webinar! 
 
Webinar:  Environmental Liabilities Related to EPA  presented by Matt Wallace 
In this webinar you will learn about the exposures, liabilities and insurance related to the EPA 40 part 745.  
 
Renovate Right pamphlets  can be purchased from the NARI Online Store in packets of 50.   
 
For more information and to view these Webinars visit http://www.nari.org/education/LeadSafetyInformation.asp  
 
 

 
�
Go Green with NARI  
 
Summary 
Green remodeling is one of the hottest (and hotly debated) topics in the industry. NARI has rolled out a green 
remodeling education program. NARI's green remodeling program is multi-faceted, focusing on energy efficiency 
and conservation, indoor air quality, efficient use of resources, recycling of demolition material and renewable 
energy sources, among other topics. The program will run for 12 weeks with a 2-hour class weekly. Each class will 
address specific topics such as building science application, green remodeling guidelines, solar applications, 
appliance selection and marketing a green business. This class can be the first step in moving your company into 
the business of green remodeling. The course is designed to provide you with a solid foundation in Green 
Remodeling and allow you to start practicing today.  The primary texts will be included as part of the course 
materials along with a CD-ROM that contains links to additional references and resource materials as well as links to 
green product suppliers. Course size will be limited to 20 people to enable active participation by all attendees.  
Series begins Tuesday, February 16, 2010 4:00 to 6: 00 pm CT 
 
$495 - Members 
$695 - Non-Members  
 
E-mail info@nari.org to be put on the waiting list.   All applications should be faxed or mailed to the NARI office: 
NARI, 780 Lee St., Suite 200, Des Plaines, IL 60016, Fax (847) 298-9225. 
 
All programs above and more are available at the NA RI Learning Center – www.nari.org/learning  or 
www.nari.org/education  
 

 
Energy Center  
 of Wisconsin 

Better Buildings: Better Business Conference  
 
The Better Buildings: Better Business Conference brings leaders of the residential building community 
together for three days of sessions and networking in Wisconsin Dells, WI. More than 60 workshops 
and 70 speakers from across North America will address challenges and solutions for the home 
building and remodeling industry. This year's conference theme is Green Tools and unites technical 
strategies for building and remodeling homes to be energy efficient with business strategies for growing 
your business.  To see full details, conference schedule and to register visit 
www.ecg.org/betterbuildings    


