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NARIT CHAPTER NEWS

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
THE REMODELING INDUSTRY

FOX VALLEY
CHAPTER

MEETING NEWS

General Membership Meeting
Deconstructing Wisconsin’s Lien Laws
Wednesday October 21, 2009

Grillin® Steakhouse and Lounge
192 N Stoney Brook Road, Appleton, WI

Wisconsin Construction Lien Laws are ripe with procedural landmines where seemingly
insignificant defects in liens may invalidate lien rights. Join us as NARI Member
Epiphany Law, LLC Valerie Revnew, Esq., Attorney at Law, provides an overview of
Wisconsin Construction Lien Laws. Attendees will learn the important deadlines for
preserving lien rights and avoiding waiver of rights, the statute of limitations on
enforcement of lien rights, and what the court’s role is in enforcing lien rights. In
addition, you will learn how the Agricultural, Trade and Consumer Protection rules affect
you and how to handle a defective lien and what you can do to still collect the debt.

Epiphany Law works closely with start-up and growing

n the remodeling
ary leadership in

businesses with an area of focus in the construction field. EPIPHANY LAW.
Epiphany Law advises developers, general contractors, trade A Business Law Boutiaue

contractors and material suppliers on their legal needs. They
understand the need to protect your interests while still
maintaining simplicity. Their services include, but not limited to,
construction contracts, terms and conditions, subcontract
agreements, constructions liens, development agreements and
warranties. For additional information please visit them on the
web at www.epiphanylaw.com

support of industry excellence
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Val practices exclusively in business consulting and litigation.
She provides assistance to financial institutions, businesses and Valerie Revnew
business owners who must resort to the courts to enforce or defend

their legal rights. She also assists clients with the enforcement of leases, sales
contracts, buy-sell agreements and non-compete agreements, in addition to advising
clients in business collections, replevins, evictions and foreclosures.

This dinner meeting is open to all members, their business partners and guests.
Advanced reservations are required. Please RSVP your attendance and that of any
other business partners or guests to Lee Nimmer no later than the end of business on
Friday, October 16. Payment can be paid upon registration at the meeting. Make
checks payable to Fox Valley NARI. Lee Nimmer can be reached at 920-766-3900 or
by email at Inimmer@amfam.com
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Committed to providing innovative vision and exempl

Gathering: 6:00 pm — Dinner and Networking: 6:30 pm — Program Immediately Following

MISSION

VISION




P.O. Box 1152
Appleton, WI 54912-1152
920-832-9003

Info@remodelfoxvalley.com

www.remodelfoxvalley.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President  Lee Nimmer
Lee Nimmer Insurance Agency
920-766-3900
Inimmer@amfam.com

Vice President  Paul Welhouse, CR, GCP, CAPS
Welhouse Construction Services, LLC
920-841-2643
paulw@welhouseconstruction.com

Treasurer James Willey, CR, GCP
Mosquito Creek, LLC
920-810-2106
mosquitocreek@new.rr.com

Secretary  Diane Welhouse
Welhouse Construction Services, LLC
920-585-4794
dianew@welhouseconstruction.com

Director  Glenn Steuber
Home Depot East
920-734-8134
gsteuber@new.rr.com

Director Ryan Petersen
Keith Petersen Plumbing
920-687-9272
rk-petersen@sbcglobal.net

Director Amy Ristow
Greater Fox Cities Area Habitat for Humanity
920-205-1203
amyr@fchabitat.org

Newsletter Editor Diane Welhouse
Welhouse Construction Services, LLC
920-585-4794

The Fox Valley NARI Chapter publishes the Fox Valley NARI Chapter Newsletter on a
monthly basis. Copyright© 2009. All rights reserved. For reproduction or reprint
requests, please contact the Editor.

The statements or views expressed in the Fox Valley NARI Newsletter are those of the
authors and may not necessarily reflect the official policy or views of the Fox Valley NARI
Chapter. No endorsements of those should be inferred unless specifically identified as
the official policy of the Fox Valley NARI Chapter. The publication of any advertisement
is not to be construed as an endorsement of the product or service offered unless the ad
specificallv states that there is such endorsement or anproval.

Fox Valley NARI Chapter
2010 Board of Directors Elections
Approaching

Make the most of your NARI membership by being
involved. Our Chapter Board elections are fast
approaching and will be held at the December General
Membership Meeting. We will be looking for volunteers
to run for Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary and
Directors. The Fox Valley NARI Chapter needs your
knowledge and skills to drive our chapter forward! As a
growing organization we need strong leadership and
board members willing to roll up their sleeves and help
continue our development and execute our mission.

The Board meets monthly, typically the second Tuesday
of the month at 5:30 pm. As a board member we also
ask your participation on at least one committee and to
support the General Membership Meetings. Board
members need to devote time to learn about NARI and
the Fox Valley Chapter to share our mission and values
to the community acting as spokesperson and
membership recruiter. The Fox Valley NARI Chapter has
no paid staff is fully volunteer run.

If you have any questions about the Board of Directors
regarding time commitment, responsibilities or anything
else, please either seek out a current board member at
the next General Membership Meeting or feel free to
contact any one via the contact information listed to the
left on this page.

Please seriously consider nominating someone or
volunteering yourselfl Our Chapter success and future
depends on you! If you are unable to run for Office or the
Board, there are plenty other ways you can volunteer
your services to help the Fox Valley NARI! Please ask
any board member how!

Fox Valley NARI Chapter
General Membership Meeting Reminder

Your membership with the Fox Valley NARI Chapter
includes one meal at every general membership meeting.
As always we encourage you to bring as many of your
business partners and guests as possible. The best way
to get new members and others involved is to bring them
to a meeting. Additional meals are $20.00 per person.
Advanced reservations are required. Please RSVP your
attendance and that of any other business partners or
guests to Lee Nimmer no later than the end of business
on the Friday prior to the meeting. Payment can be
made upon registration at the meeting. Checks can be
made out to Fox Valley NARI. Lee Nimmer can be
reached at 920-766-3900 or 800-255-2459 or by email at
[nimmer@amfam.com.




PRESIDENT’S INSIGHT

Lee Nimmer

We spend our entire lives making decisions. Some impact us on a short term basis, some on
a long term basis and some only momentarily. As Tony Robbins, a recognized authority on
peak performance, states "A real decision is measured by the fact that you've taken a new
action. If there's no action, you haven't truly decided." We all have the same 24 hour day to
make decisions and solve problems. How we look at the problem or opportunity, make a
decision and move forward into action can have as many variables as grains of sand on a lake shore.

| have had the pleasure of serving on the Fox Valley NARI board for the past two years and as President for the last
year. As a board, we have made a number of decisions that will impact the chapter for many years to come. One in
particular is our website which will provide our members with an avenue for maintaining and growing a strong
business. We have also discussed future committee structure for the chapter. Although we have not yet taken
action on this, ideas are being researched which once in place will become a guide for future board of directors. It
has been exciting and rewarding to be a part of such a committed organization that strives to make sound decisions
for the benefit of all its members.

As a member of Fox Valley NARI, please consider becoming more involved. Although your membership dues and
presence at general membership meetings is important, | would hope that you will consider a volunteer position
either on the board or a committee. If you would like more information, feel free to contact myself or one of the other
board members. I'm sure you will find the experience to be as rewarding as | have.

| hope to see all of you at our next General Membership meeting!

Lee Nimmer
President

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

October 12 Columbus Day

October 13 Fox Valley NARI Board of Directors Meeting 5:30 pm
Plum Hill Café

October 21 General Membership Meeting - Deconstructing Wisconsin’s Lien Laws 6:00 pm

Grillin” A Steak House and More

October 26 — 28 NARI Fall Business Meeting, Indianapolis, IN

October 27 — 30 The Remodeling Show, Indianapolis, IN

October 31 Happy Halloween!

November 7 Annual Clay Shoot - J & H Game Farm 9:00 am
November 10 Fox Valley NARI Board of Directors Meeting 5:30 pm
November 11 Veterans Day — Support our troops give thanks!

November 18 General Membership Meeting - Home Depot New Product Demo 6:00 pm

Grillin’ A Steak House and More

Unless otherwise noted, General Membership Meetings are held the third Wednesday of the month at Grillin’ Steakhouse
and Lounge. Networking begins at 6:00 pm with dinner and program following.
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2010 Fox Valley NARI Level Best Awards and NARI CotY Awards

Each year the remodeling industry recognizes the outstanding work of NARI member contractors at the chapter level through
our Level Best Awards and regionally and nationally through the NARI Contractor of the Year (CotY) Awards. Competition
is open to first time entrants and seasoned participants, from one-person shops to the largest remodeling firms. Past
winners state that winning awards in these competitions have been a major factor in enhancing their image in the industry
and with prospective customers.

The Fox Valley NARI Level Best Awards are open to NARI members and the entry deadline is January 15, 2010. Projects
must have been completed within a maximum of 18 months of the deadline. There are 12 available categories for entry and
members can enter more than one category. One winner is selected from each category and will be announced at our
February 2010 General Membership Meeting. In addition winners will be featured in the March 2010 issue of the Fox Cities
Magazine in time for the start of the remodeling season. For $75 per entry, you have the opportunity to be viewed in the Fox
Cities Magazine with over 50,000 readers and on our website where perspective customers can learn about your talents!

Visit www.remodelfoxvalley.com to see previous year winners and obtain a complete 2010 Level Best Awards entry packet.
The entry packet contains a full set of contest rules, categories and entry/promotional agreement. If you are also interested
in the National CotY Awards, visit www.nari.org and click on the Awards tab for official rules and entry forms. Note the CotY
entry request must be completed by November 30, 2009 and actual entries are due December 1, 2009.

Keep in mind how you present your entry will have a huge impact on judge’s decision. Before and after pictures are a must
as they allow others to see your work or transformation of space. It allows them the opportunity to determine how
spectacular your work is. Without pictures, your work cannot be demonstrated. If you don’t already, make it a habit to take
pictures before, during and after every project. Show your pictures from the same perspective. If the “before” and “after”
shots are from the same angle, it can make the transformation clearer. Also picture quality matters. You want your work to
stand out from others, so use the best quality photographs you can. If judges cannot see the details of your work, they may
not know you have the quality and craftsmanship they are looking for. In addition, better quality photos can be resized
without distortion to make them more user friendly for any publication. Other tips include using captions to emphasize your
pictures, but refrain from putting them on the pictures or making them too long. Also, use your pictures wisely because more
is not always better. Using photos to demonstrate a challenge can be helpful. But too many or setting them in a collage
style can be distracting.

We look forward to receiving your entry for the 2010 Level Best Awards. Good luck!

Annual Sporting Clays Outing - So You Think You Can Shoot?

It's the 4™ annual Fox Valley NARI Sporting Clays outing! Seasoned shooters come test your skilll Just learning the
sport - even better! Enjoy the camaraderie of your fellow Chapter members and meet their team members, family and
friends in this unique event.

Our host will be J & H Game Farm. A family operated hunt club since 1968 managed by Jim and Joanne Johnson.
It is a family entertainment location for experienced and learning hunters/shooters! Enjoy 750 acres of stunning nature
in various terrain including marsh and brush areas.

Join us Saturday November 7, 2009. Cost is $35 for adults and $25 for anyone under 18 years of age. Costs include,
continental breakfast, a 50 target round of sporting clays (bring your own gun and shells) and a buffet lunch following.
There will also be an optional Wobble Flurry shoot for an additional $3 per person. Please arrive by 9:00 am for
registration and breakfast. The shoot begins at 9:30 am followed by optional Wobble Flurry and then lunch. During
lunch there will be prizes awarded in various categories for men, women and youth, plus door prizes and a raffle.

Can't join us for the actual shoot but want to participate? We are also looking for sponsors interested in donating
prizes for the outing and raffle or sponsoring a shooting station for $30. If you are interested in participating in the
outing, donating or sponsoring, please contact Ryan and Kelly Petersen of Keith Petersen Plumbing, Inc. at 920-687-
9272 or by email at petersenpluming@sbcglobal.net. We look forward to seeing you there!

J & H Game Farm

W5810 J & H Road

Shiocton, WI 54170

715-758-8134

www.Jhgamefarm.com

Located 1 1/2 miles west of Navarino off Hwy 156




NEW MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Welcome!

Founded in 1967 Weatherguard Systems, with over 18 million feet of gutter experience,
has grown to become one of the largest seamless gutter companies in the nation. Over
40 years of experience ranges in doing seamless gutters, gutter protection, siding, soffit,
facia, windows and doors. In addition they distribute gutter related products such as
Gutter Trojan. Weatherguard Systems covers the state of Wisconsin and distributes
nationally. For more information about Weatherguard Systems services, please see coni
jared@weatherguardsystems.com. Visit Weatherguard Systems at www.weatherguardsystems.com.

Welcome!

Creative Openings, Inc. is committed to selling, and installing, high-quality cost-effective
windows, entry doors and siding for residents and businesses in Wisconsin. They sell
and build windows from the Park Avenue Collection and sell and install Provia entry
doors and siding. Whether you are renovating, redecorating, remodeling, or building a
new home, apartment, or office building, they can help you choose the right windows,
entry doors and siding for your needs. Creative Openings, Inc. pride themselves on T B
excellent craftsmanship and innovative custom designs. If you are looking for beautiful, well-insulated windows for
your home or business, contact Robert Beaster at rbeaster@foxcitiescreativeopenings.com or 920-759-1500. Visit
Creative Openings, Inc. at www.foxcitiescreativeopenings.com.

_(J.rr sative Openings

Special thank you to the following members who have renewed their membership!

Sorenson Builder, Inc.

NARI NATIONAL

The voice of the remodeling industry

Recent News : www.nari.org/media/releases

Remodeling? Don’t Forget to Pull Permits, 9/8/09
Ensuring Healthy Indoor Air Quality During Remodeling, 9/22/09
Weatherization Programs Prepare Homeowners for Heating Season, 10/6/09

Don't forget to visit the NARI Learning Center at www.nari.org/learning or www.greenremodeling.org for more
information on education opportunities!

Next Green Remodeling Education Course starting January 7, 2010

Follow NARI on:
Y
EWEEE  Linked(D).

NARI's core purpose is to advance and promote the remodeling industry’s professionalism, product and vital public
purpose. To learn more and what your membership can do for you visit: www.remodeltoday.com




LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT

High Performance Ventilation: Concepts and Systems
Presented by The Energy Center of Wisconsin

October 20, 2009 — 7:30 am to 4:00 pm
Radisson Hotel & Conference Center — Green Bay

Residential ventilation practices are constantly evolving to control moisture, and improve efficiency and indoor air
quality. Joe Nagan, Owner, Home Building Technology Services, Kaukauna, WI, will discuss operation costs and
uncover the latest strategies to achieve high performance ventilation in residential homes. As construction practices
improve and new homes become tighter and more energy efficient, it is imperative that ventilation best practices are
employed to control moisture levels and improve indoor air quality. This full-day skill building workshop is designed
to help residential building professionals learn how to effectively ventilate homes and offer techniques to help you
communicate with consumers to reduce liability and callbacks. As a result of this training you will be able to:

Explain the benefits of effective ventilation

Discuss operation costs of various ventilation systems

Determine when and why ventilation is necessary

Identify appropriate ventilation equipment and control options

Employ airflow testing to ensure ventilation efficiency

Incorporate ventilation design and installation best practices into your business model

Who should attend? Building performance consultants, builders, contractors, remodelers, HVAC contractors,
architects, designers, code officials and home inspectors. The Energy Center of Wisconsin is an Authorized
Provider for the International Association for Continuing Education and Training (IACET) and is committed to
developing quality learning activities. You will receive .7 Continuing Education Units for attending this training. NARI
members will earn .7 credits toward the NARI Certified Remodeler Certification. The Wisconsin Department of
Commerce will award 7 credit hours for the following certifications: Dwelling Contractor Qualifier and UDC-HVAC
Inspector. Focus on Energy and RESNET will both award 7 hours of credit for attending.

The registration fee for attending this training is $129, which includes continental breakfast, lunch and refreshments.
NARI members are eligible for a $20 discount. When registering online at www.ecw.org use the promo code
NARIECU to apply the discount. For more information, visit www.ecw.org or please contact Kristi Kaiser at
608.238.8276 x135 or kkaiser@ecw.org.

Green Building Workshop Series
Going Green Without Going Crazy

October 14, 2009 — 8:00 am to 4:00 pm November 5, 2009 — 8:30 am to 4:00 pm
Alliant Energy Center — Madison Online Seminar

This Green Building Workshop will provide you with the information you need to understand green trends impacting
the building sector and how your company can benefit from them. From explaining the national and regional green
building programs to providing you with the details you need to make decisions, you will walk away with greater
understanding, greater confidence and greater marketing potential. You'll be ready to go green without going crazy.
As a result of training you will have information about green building program requirements, forest certification and
detailed directions on how your company can become Chain-of-Custody certified.

All workshop participants receive 5 hours of continuing education credit. AIA members will receive Sustainable
Design (SD) Learning Units awarded through the American Institute of Architects-Continuing Education Systems
(AIA-CES). For workshop agenda, detailed session descriptions, speaker bios please visit
www.forestprod.org/greenbuilding/index.html. Registration fee is $149 can be completed on line.




SUSTAINABILITY

Our environment, social and business responsibilities

Kitchens Use Lots of Energy and Water, But a Green Kitchen Uses Less

Article from www.GreenBuildingAdvisor.com — The complete Source for Building, Designing and Remodeling Green Homes

Design considerations can save resources -  Green material choices for cabinetry, countertops, finishes, and flooring
are all available, and replacing older energy-hogging appliances and fixtures with newer, more efficient models can
significantly reduce utility bills. There are also opportunities for making plumbing runs shorter, which can reduce costs and
make hot water delivery more efficient. And finally, keep in mind that a smaller kitchen will be greener than a gargantuan
one. Below are few areas to consider and consult with your customer on to make their kitchen more efficient.

Plan carefully for the busiest room in the house - The easiest way to keep a kitchen remodel green is to keep its size
reasonable. Most people use a kitchen for work space, food storage, entertaining, and dining. Take time to understand
how your customers really use the kitchen and its adjacent spaces, and how they would like that to change. Would an
office hutch help control clutter? What about a prep sink in an island? How these wants and needs work together is how
efficient space planning happens.

Look at what's working and what's not -  What sort of problems result from the existing layout? Is there a bottleneck in
traffic patterns? Is there too little countertop near the stove, fridge, or sink? Are the appliances too far from each other?
What about comfort issues -- are the windows too cold to sit in front of? Are there cold spots and drafts along outside
walls? Does the vent hood actually remove polluted air to the outside or is it vented into an attic or back into the room?
Do the pipes leak? These fixes must be part of the renovation.

How does the kitchen remodel tie in to other projec  ts your customer has planned?  For example, the scope of a
kitchen remodel might not include the insulation and air sealing the walls, roof, and foundation of the rest of the house,
but if the building is extremely leaky, you'd be hard pressed to call any kitchen remodel green without addressing the
energy-wasting problems first.

A better kitchen isn’'t necessarily a bigger one - If you can refrain from adding more space to the kitchen, either with
an addition or re-working interior space, your customer will spend less money and use fewer resources. Of course, adding
in is always greener than adding on. It's often tempting to make a kitchen bigger and to add more bells and whistles - a
second dishwasher, a larger refrigerator, a wine chiller, etc. These features should be carefully weighed against space
requirements, energy use, and water use. Even more difficult may be decisions about storage - including countertop
space for everyday appliances and concealed storage for small appliances and dry goods.

Ventilate all fans to the outdoors -  Some older recirculating range hoods blow minimally filtered exhaust air right back
into the kitchen. Another ventilation shortcut is to vent the fan into the attic or crawlspace above the kitchen. Make sure
range hoods and other exhaust fans vent directly to the outside.

Windows and skylights in the kitchen - Windows and skylights can provide natural light, a connection with the
outdoors, warmth, and fresh air. But they also can overheat rooms in summer and cause leaks in walls and roofs. It's
common, especially in a kitchen, to fill a wall with windows, but it's a better idea to strategically place the right type of
window or skylight for the best views, ventilation and energy performance.

Short and direct plumbing runs - save a lot of energy and deliver hot water faster. Plumbing runs are best placed in
interior rather than in exterior walls. Placing them in exterior walls makes a house harder to heat and cool, and increases
the possibility of mold problems and frozen pipes.

Appliance location - Keep heating heat generating appliances - stoves, ovens, and dishwashers - away from
refrigerators. Make sure there’s enough air space around all appliances to vent away ambient heat. It's also important to
keep refrigerators out of the direct sunlight that comes through windows and skylights.

Lighting design - Good lighting design can improve kitchen function, appearance, and energy performance. Get the right
mix of task and ambient lighting using energy efficient fixtures wherever possible and keep recessed lights out of the
ceiling if that ceiling is insulated - these can lights are like energy tunnels.




